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NILMANIFOLDS AND ASSOCIATED LIE ALGEBRAS
OVER THE INTEGERS

BonuMiL CENKL AND RICHARD PORTER

‘We consider the correspondence between nilmanifolds and
Lie algebras with rational basis, and we define spectral se-
quences converging to the respective cohomologies. The F,
terms of the spectral sequences are the cohomolgies of iso-
morphic graded Lie algebras.

Each nilmanifold gives rise to a Lie algebra with rational
basis. We give an example which illustrates that not all such
Lie algebras correspond to nilmanifolds. Given a Lie algebra
with rational basis we give a construction that produces a
nilmanifold with Lie algebra that is rationally equivalent to
the starting Lie algebra.

0. Introduction.

In Section 1 we consider the correspondence between groups and Lie alge-
bras over the reals and rationals. A nilmanifold is completely determined by
its fundamental group — a finitely-generated, torsion-free, nilpotent group.
In Section 2 we show how a nilmanifold determines a nilpotent Lie algebra
with a finite rational basis; we give an example to illustrate that not every
such Lie algebra comes from a nilmanifold. In Section 3 we define a spectral
sequence for a nilmanifold. We prove that spectral sequence converges to
the integer cohomology of the nilmanifold and has Fs term isomorphic to
the cohomolgy of a graded Lie algebra. In Section 4 we define the corre-
sponding spectral sequence for the Lie algebra associated to a nilmanifold.
The spectral sequence converges to the cohomology of the Lie algebra; the
FE5 term is the cohomology of a graded Lie algebra, and if A is the smallest
subring of the rationals containing the structure constants of the Lie algebra
then with coefficients equal to A the Fs terms of the spectral sequences of
the nilmanifold and the Lie algebra are isomorphic. In Section 5 we give a
construction of a nilmanifold from a nilpotent Lie algebra with finite rational
basis; the Lie algebra associated to this nilmanifold is rationally equivalent
to the original Lie algebra.
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1. Nilmanifolds and corresponding Lie algebras over the reals
and the rationals.

A nilmanifold is the quotient of a simply-connected Lie group by a uniform
discrete subgroup. A uniform discrete subgroup can be identified with a
finitely-generated, torsion-free, nilpotent group. We denote such a group by
G. Let Gr be a k-dimensional, connected, simply-connected, nilpotent Lie
group. Then Gg can be identified with its real Lie algebra Lr with bracket
[, |. With respect to any basis {di,...,d} for Lg, the group Ggr can be
identified with the set of elements &{1dy + - - - + &§rdi, {5 € R, in Rk, The Lie
algebra Lg has real structure constants and the group structure * on Gy (as
well as on any subgroup) is given by the Campbell-Hausdorff formula:

Using the notation ad(z)(y) = [z,y],ad?(x)(y) = ad(z)([z,y]) =
[z[z,y]],... we can write
(1) zry = z(z,y),

Z(.CC,y) = Z Zn(.%', y),

n=1
1
Zn(.fU, y) = Z (Z;,q + ZI/)/,q)7 where
n p+q=n
2 = Z (—1)m*L adP1(x)ad® (y) - - - adPm () (y)
. p1t-+Pm=p m pilgr! - pm! ’
(I1+"‘+Qm—1=q71
Pit+qi>1,pm>1
2 = Z (—=1)m*L qdP1(x)ad® (y) - - - adPm=1 (y)(z)
" m P! g !

pit+pm=p
q1t+-+gm-1=q-1
Pi+qi=>1,pm=>1

It is easy to find the first three homogeneous components of z. Namely,
z1(z,y) =+,

22<x7y) = %[%’,y],

2a(0,9) = g5l o]l + 75l s 2]l

It is clear that z(z,0) = z,2(0,y) =y, and z(z(w, z),y) = z(w, z(z,y)).
Malcev [3] showed that a group Gg contains a uniform discrete subgroup

G if and only if there is a basis for Lr with rational structure constants. Let

{di,...,dy} be such a rational basis. Then the set of elements

Eldl ++‘£k’dk7 §] € Q7
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has the structure of a Lie algebra £ = Lg. £ as a subset of Gr has group
structure given by the Campbell-Hausdorff formula. We denote this group
by Gg. Since £ is a nilpotent Lie algebra, a rational basis for £ can be chosen
so that {d;,... ,dy} is a basis for an ideal £¢ of £, with [£%, £] C £iT! and
LF1 = 0. Such a basis is called a canonical basis for L. It follows from the
Jacobi identity that

(2) (', 7] C £t
for 4,5 > 1. In particular, the bracket on £ induces a graded Lie algebra
structure on @, L'/L71.

Let G be the group on the set of elements

(x1dy) * - -+ * (zpdy), zj € Q,
with group structure given by the map *. The elements
(wids) * - - - * (zpdy)
generate a normal subgroup G’ of the group G.
G=G'>¢>-->¢F>1

is a central series. The commutator (a,b) = a_lb'_la'b for any a € G and
b € G’ belongs to G"!, and the quotient groups G'/G**! are isomorphic to
Q.

Proposition 1 ([3]). The groups G and Gg are isomorphic. The isomor-
phism is given by the maps

@ @
g i’ Go, (z1dy) - -+ * (zpdy) i §1dy + -+ - + &dy,

where

fj =x;+ goj(xl, - ,l‘jfl) and Tj = é_j + %‘(51, - ,gjfl)
are rational polynomials.

Proof. See [3]. O

The explicit formulas for ¢ and 1 follow from the Campbell-Hausdorff
formula.
Note that the maps ¢ and 3 give one-to-one maps of sets

giéﬁi, i=1,2,... k.
W
The group G, as a set, can be identified with Q* via the map e : G — QF
given by
e:(xydy) * - * (xpdg) — x = (z1,... ,Tk).
e induces on QF a group structure by the operation

z-y=-e(etzxely).
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It follows that
(3) :Ey:p(m,y)z (pl(l‘?y)a 7pk(l‘ay))v
where the pgs are rational polynomials of the form
pj(xvy) =Ty +y] +Tj($l7' sy Lj—1,Y1y .- ayjfl)
=xj+yj+0i(T1, .. Tjo1, Y1, Y1) o

and where o; = 0;(z1,... ,y;—1) denotes the quadratic part of 7;. Then Q¥
can be given a Lie algebra structure with bracket [, | defined by setting

[z,y] = o(x,y) —o(y,z), where o(x,y) = (01,...,0%).

This bracket on Q* induces the original Lie algebra structure on £ (= Gg)
via the maps e, ¢, and .

2. Finitely-generated torsion-free nilpotent groups.

Let G be a torsion-free, nilpotent group on k generators. A set of elements
{g1,-.. ,9r} of G is called a canonical basis for G if every element of G can
be expressed in the form

gflgik7 $]€Z7
so that the elements of the form ¢} - -g,‘sk generate a normal subgroup G*
of G, for i =1,2,... , k, with the quotients G*/G**! being infinite cyclic.
Any such group is isomorphic to a uniform discrete subgroup of the real
Lie group Ggr. This isomorphism is given as the composition of maps

I3 © inclusion
G e g — g@ — gR7
where
. x xT
i(g7" - g,") = T1g1 k- * TG,

and

o(r1g1 * - * 2pgr) = &191 + - + EpGr-

As in Proposition 1, it follows that {g1,...,gx} is a canonical basis for
the Lie algebra L. Note that while the x;s are integers the fés are rational
numbers in general. Furthermore, recall that Gg = Lo = £ and Gr = Lr as
sets. We identify G with its image i(G) in G. Thus we have:

(i) G is the subgroup of G consisting of the elements
(z1g1) * - * (Thgk), zj € L.
(ii) The groups G; = G N G" of the elements
(wigi) * -+ * (zkg), ¥, €Z

are normal subgroups of G.
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(iii) The quotient groups G;/G;+1 are infinite cyclic.

(iv) The Z module €, Gi/Gi+1 has a graded Lie algebra structure in-
duced by the commutators on G. This Lie algebra structure is induced
from that on @,~, £L/L! by the map poi: G — L.

(v) The group G, as a set, can be identified with Z* c QF via the map
ioe. The group structure on Z* in (3) is induced by e. Therefore, the
rational polynomials p; are Z-valued polynomials when restricted to
ZF x ZF. Each polynomial pj(z,y) can be written as a sum (over Z)
of binomials

@) ) =G GGG

with a,, b, nonnegative integers, r,s < j, where not all a;s and not
all b s are equal to zero and also as sum (over Q) of polynomials (see
[1]).-
Thus, we can consider the group Z* with the group operation given by
(3). We denote by G the image of Z* in Gg under the one-to-one map

ch:cpoeflzzk—>GCQQ.

Recall that, given a canonical basis {gi,...,gx} for G, G* is the set of
elements &1 g1+ - - + &g, where &1, ... , &, are certain rational numbers. GF
with the operation * given by the Campbell-Hausdorff formula is a group.
It is important to note that the sequence of rational numbers &1, ... ,&; is
not an arbitrary sequence of rational numbers; it depends on the choice of
a canonical basis {g1,...,gx} for G. Once a canonical basis is chosen then
& =z + ¢j(x1,... ,xj-1), where the x,’s are integers and the rational
polynomials ¢; are determined by the Lie algebra bracket.
We summarize our observations as follows:

Proposition 2. Let G be a torsion-free nilpotent group on k generators, and
let {g1,...,9k} be a canonical basis for G. Then the group G is isomorphic
to the group ZF with the group operation defined by

(4) z -y = ch™(ch(z) * ch(y)),

where x = (x1,... ,2k),y = (Y1, ..., yx) and where x is given by the Campbell-
Hausdorff formula (1).

In order to illustrate the type of rational numbers &i,... & that can
occur, we look again at a classical example.

Example 1 (The Heisenberg group). Let G be the group of matrices

1 aq CL(;/]C
0 1 a2 |, wherea; €Zandk is a fixed integer > 0.
0 O 1
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Then

is a canonical basis, and

1 I (l‘g/k‘) + T129
g1'95°95" = |0 1 2
0 O 1

{91, 92,93} is a canonical basis for £, [g1,g2] = kg3, and [g;, g;] = 0 other-
wise. We have

k
ch(z) = z191 + x292 + | @3 + 52122 | g3, x = (21,2, T3);
therefore,
k
&Sr=x1, &=z, & =3+ 2120

2
It can be checked that the group structure on Z? is given by (4). Namely,

ch(x) x ch(y) =(x1 +y1)g91 + (22 + y2)92

k
+ <(x3 +ys — ky1za) + = (21 + y1) (22 + y2)> g3

2
=o(((z1 + z2)g1) * (Y1 + y2)g2) * (23 + y3 — ky122)g3))
=poe (z-y)
=ch(x - y).

As was mentioned above, a canonical basis for G determines a canonical
basis for the rational Lie algebra. However, the converse is not always true.
A canonical basis for £ is not always a canonical basis for G. This fact is
demonstrated by the next example. We will see later that given a canonical
basis for a Lie algebra, there is always a rationally equivalent basis that is
induced by a canonical basis of the corresponding group.

Example 2. Let £ be the Lie algebra over Z with generators g1, ... , g7 and
with product given by

[91, 92] = g4 — g5,

(91, 93] = 94 +95,  [92,93] = g5,

(91, 94] = (92, 94] = g, (93, 94) = g7,
[

91,95] ge, [92, 95] = g7,
[9i,95] = 0 otherwise.

L is a nilpotent finitely-generated Lie algebra with no torsion elements. The
set {g1,...,g7} forms a canonical basis for £ with {g;,... g7} a basis for
the ideal £’. We want to show that {g1,...,g7} can not be a canonical
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basis for a finitely-generated torsion-free nilpotent group whose associated
Lie algebra is £. The idea is the following. Assuming that {gi,...,g7} is
such a canonical basis we show that there are elements z,y € Z” such that
ch™(ch(z) * ch(y)) fails to be a sequence of seven integers.

Let x = (71,... ,27) € Z7. Then ch(z) € Gg,

ch(x)
= (191 % -+ - * 27g7)
=191 + X292 + 393
+ (24 + 1/2(x122 + x123)) g4 + (25 + 1/2(—x122 + 2123 + T273)) 95
+ (z¢ + 1/12(—£B1£C% + 2:6%.%’3 + 2z1x9x3 + 62124 + 62274 + 62275)) 96

+ (z7 + 1/12(1’136% — xlxg + x%xg — 2z1w9w3 + 62324 + 62225))g7

and there is a similar formula when z is replaced by vy = (y1,...,y7).
Now we assume that there is a sequence of integers z = (21,... ,27) € Z7
such that ch(z) = ch(z) * ch(y). A routine computation shows that

zi = x; + Yi, 1 =1,2,3,
24 = T4 + Y4 — T2Y1 — T3Y1,
25 = T + Y5 + T2Y1 — T3Y1 — T3Y2,
26 = T6 + Yo — TayY1 — TalY2 — T5Y1

1
+ Z2Y1Y2 + T3Y1Y2 + 3332/% + 59533/1

27 = X7+ Y7 — TzYo — T4Y3 — T2y1Y2 + T2Y1Y3 + T3Y1Y2

1 2 1 2 1 2
+ x3y1ys + rox3y1 + §$3y1 - 5562111 §$3y2'

From here it is immediate that for x and y such that zo = 1,2; = 0,5 # 2

and y3 = 1,y; = 0,i # 1 we get z¢ = 1/2 and 27y = —1/2. Thus, the
cannonical basis {g1, ..., g7} for £ is not induced by a cannonical basis for
any group.

However, it is possible to find a nilpotent torsion-free Lie algebra L’ on
seven generators e, ... ,ey over Z such that £ and £’ are isomorphic over
Q (but not over Z) and that the generators ey, ... ,e7 are induced by a
canonical basis for a torsion-free nilpotent group on 7 generators and that
L' is the corresponding Lie algebra. Such a Lie algebra is the following:
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Example 3. Let £ be the Lie algebra over Z with generators eq,... ,e7
and products

[81, 62] = 264 — 265,

le1, e3] = 4eq + 4es, [e2, €3] = 2es,

e1, e4] = 2eg, [e2,e4] = €6, [e3,e4] = 2e7,
le1, e5] = 2eg, lea, e5] = e,

lei,ej] =0 otherwise.

In this case for x = (21,...,27) and y = (y1,...,yr) from Z7, ch(x) and
ch(y) belong to G” C G,
ch(x)
= T1€1 + T2€2 + x3€3
+ (x4 + 2x123 + 2122)eq + (x5 + 22123 + X903 — T1T2)eEs
+1/12(122¢ 4 122124 + 62024 + 122125 + 8712073 4 162703 — 22123 )€
+1/12(12x7 + 12x324 + 62225 — 812273 — 8x1x§ + 2x§x3 + 21‘1.%‘%)67 .
There are similar formulas for ch(y). The group structure on Z7 is given
by the formula z = ch=!(ch(x) * ch(y)),
21 =1+ Y1,
Z2 = T2 + Y2,
23 = I3 + Y3,
zy = x4 + Yys — 2x2y1 — 42311
25 = T5 + Y5 + 2w2y1 — 4x3y1 — 27351
26 = T6 + Y6 — 2Tay1 — Taya — 2T5y1 + 2oy1 Y + Ax3y1y2 + 83yl + T3
Z7 = T7 + Y7 — TsY2 — Tay3 — 2x2y1y2 + 4x2y1ys + 4w3y1y2 + 8x3y1Y3
+ dzomgyr + da3yr — T3Y1 + T35

Thus, the group G’ whose Lie algebra is £ is the set of elements of the form

el * -+ e;” with the product given by the above formulas.

Given a finitely-generated, torsion-free, nilpotent Lie Algebra over the in-
tegers, there is a family of Lie algebras over the integers that are equivalent
to it over the rationals. All such algebras can be provided with canonical
bases. However, as we have seen in Example 2, not all such bases are deter-
mined by a canonical basis for a finitely-generated, torsion-free, nilpotent
group. It seems natural to ask the following question: Suppose that we are
given a finitely-generated nilpotent Lie algebra over the integers. Can we
find a finitely-generated torsion-free nilpotent group and a canonical basis
for such a group so that its associated Lie algebra is a Lie algebra over the
integers that is rationally equivalent to the original one? It turns out that it
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is possible. In the last part of this paper we describe a procedure for finding
such a group.

3. The spectral sequence for polynomial cochains.

In this part we start with a finitely-generated, torsion-free, nilpotent group
G with a canonical basis. The induced Lie algebra is a Lie algebra over the
rationals together with the induced canonical basis. In [1] we proved that the
integral cohomology of G is isomorphic to the cohomology of the differential
algebra P(G) of rational polynomial maps from ZF to Z, where k is the
number of generators of the group G. The differential on P(G) is induced
by the group structure on Z. In this section we use the structure of the group
G to define a filtration on P(G), and study the resulting spectral sequence.
Starting with the sequence of normal subgroups of G, G = G' > G? >
.-+ > G¥ > 1, denote by i; the largest positive integer such that G'/G+!
is a torsion-free, abelian group and by i the largest positive integer such
that G+ /G2 +! is a torsion-free, abelian group. Inductively, let 0 = ig <
11 < ig < -+ < iny—1 < iy = k be the largest positive integers such that
Gl /Gt j =1,2,... N — 1, are torsion-free, abelian groups. Then

G=G1>Gy> - >Gny1=1, Gjy1 =Gt j=0,1,2,... N-1

is the shortest central series with torsion-free quotients. Then ¢ maps this
sequence of normal subgroups to a sequence of ideals of the Lie algebra L.

L=L1DLyD--DLNnt1=0, Ljpg = L9
e(Gj)c Ly, j=12,...,N.

From (4) it follows that the commutators induce a Lie algebra structure on
the Z-module gr G = ®;>1G;/Gj41. The Lie bracket [, ] on £ induces a
Lie algebra structure on the Q-module gr £ = @;>1L;/L;+1. In addition the
graded Lie algebras gr G ® Q and gr £ are isomorphic. The isomorphism is
induced by .

For the remainder of this paper, we assume that the canonical basis
{g91,...,9x} for G is such that {g1,...,g;, } projects to a basis for G1/Ga;
{Gi;+1,--- , gi,} Projects to a basis for G2/G3; and in general

{9i;.1+1,--- ,9i;} Dprojects to a basis for G;/Gj1.

To each basis element g; of g we assign a weight as follows. If g; projects

to a basis element for G, /G, 1, then its weight is |g;| = 7. In particular,
|Gi,_1+1] =+~ =lgi,| =7 for r =1,2,..., and for every rational number ¢
we set

99| = lg1-
Furthermore,

|9 + gs| = max{|g,], |gs|}-
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Since a canonical basis for G induces a canonical basis for £, we set the
weight of an element g; of £ to be the weight of g; considered as an element
of G.

From (2) it follows that for any two elements of the canonical basis g, €
La, gs € Ly, the Lie bracket is

9r:95) = > 4;° 9,
j>r+s
where q;’s € Q and gj € Lg4p- Thus,
ngags” > |g7“‘ + ’gs‘-
The above summation goes over all j such that
’gj‘ > |gr| + 1gs]-

Next we assign a weight to each binomial map Z¥ — Z according to the
rules:

(xj)’:a|xj|, a=0,1,2,...,
a
T T
o(I-1C)
a a

|u+ ] = max{[ul, |v]},

for any integer p # 0,

juv] = |uf + Jv].

Analogously, we assign a weight to each monomial map Z* — Z as follows:

|z = lgj;
2| = alzl,
lgz;| = |z;| for any rational number ¢ # 0,

|u+v| = max{lul, |v[},
|uv| = |u| + |v].
Observe that each binomial of weight w is a sum of monomials of weight

< w and that each monomial of weight w is a sum of binomials of weight
< w.

Lemma 1. Let the group structure on G be induced by the --product (3).
Then each pj(x,y) is a sum (over Z) of binomials. p;(x,y) can be also
expressed as a sum (over Q) of monomials of weight < |g;|, j =1,2,....

Proof. Because the group structure on ZF is given by restricting the *-
product from G to e~!(Z*), it follows that the statement is proved if we
verify that
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for every z,y € Z*.
Equivalently, it suffices to show that the above inequality is satisfied in
the product formula on G,

((w1g1) * -+ % (zrgr)) * ((y191) * -+ % (Yrgr)) = (pr(@,y)g1 * -+ * pr(x, y)gk)-

©
But the maps @, ;G = L are such that
P

Y(&1g1 + - + Ekgrk)

= (&1g1) * -+ (§G+ Vi (Ens - §-1))gg -k (G Fr(€ny -, Ek—1)) 9k
(x1g1 * -+ * Tpgr)

=x191+ -+ (j + gj(x1,...,x5-1))9; + - + (@r + gu(1, .. ., Th—1)) 9k,

where
& + (&, 6] < €G] = gy

and

5 + @i (@1, mj-)| <zl = gl
It follows that the statement is proved if we show that the product in L,
given by (1)

Exn=(§1g91+ -+ &eagr) * (mgr + -+ + Megr)
= (B1(§,mag1 + -+ Bre(&,m)gr)

holds with 5](5»77) = Bj(é'lv""gjflanlv'"anjfl) and |ﬁ](£a77)‘ < |g]| for
j=1,2,... k But

Bi(6m) =& +m+ Sl + oo

Hence, it is enough to verify that |[¢,n];| < |g;| if |£5] < |gj] and [n;| < |gj]
forall j=1,2,....
Since

[gngs] = a?ngv CL?S € Qa
j=r+s

where the sum is over all g}s such that |g;| > |g,| + |gs| and

k
[57"7] = Z Z ngSa;7nga

r,s=1j>r+s
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the result follows from the identities

& ml5] = Z 51“778@;’8

1<r,s<k
r4s<j

8

< 122@“&%%
r+s<j

= maX{’érns‘}

= max{[&§| + [ns|}

< max{|g;| + [gs|} < |g;l-

}

O

Recall from [1] that an element of P"(G), n > 1, is given as a linear
combination, with integral coefficients, of the binomials

H (x”>
)
s
1<i<k Y
1<j<n

where the aj;s are nonnegative integers. PY%(G) = Z. The differential d on
P(G), as a derivation, is completely determined by its values on P(G). On

a typical binomial
(o)) G)
al a9 af
in PY(G)

o= () () () () - () ()

where p; = y; + z; + 7, or more explicitly

pj(yl,... yYjr 21y - - 7Zj) =Y +Zj +Tj(y1,... yYj—15 215 - - ,ijl),
where 7; is a polynomial of degree > 2. To each polynomial cochain u in

P(G) we assign a nonnegative integer |lu|| called its norm, according to the
following rules:

llggill = llgi|]| for any rational number g,

H <‘””> H = allz;|| fori=1,2,... .k,
a

bCI=]C)

[woll = [lull + o],

Ju+ o]l = max{|Jull, o]} for any u € PI(G), v € PI(G).

for any integer p,




NILMANIFOLDS AND ASSOCIATED LIE ALGEBRAS OVER THE INTEGERS 17

Lemma 2. The polynomial functions p; and 7; have their norms bounded
from above. Namely,

||:0]($17 s Ly Y1y - 7y])H < |g]| - 1’
||7'j($17~-- s Lj—1,Y1y- - ayjfl)H < |9j| - 2.

PTOOf' p](xl) 7xjay1)"' 7y]) = I] +y] +Tj($17"' al‘j—l)ylv"‘ ayj—l)v
where 7; is a sum of binomials

() C)6)-2)
ai, a;, ) \bj b;
r > 1, s > 1, with integer coefficients. The norm of such a binomial § is
181 = aullzall + ) bollyel
=Y aullzal = 1)+ bul(lyel = 1)
< (X aulaal + D bulul ) —2

=8l -2

<lpjl =2

< lgj| —2
according to Lemma 1. Therefore, ||7;]] < |gj] — 2. Since ||p;|| =
max{||z;||,[|3]|} over all binomials 3 in p;, it follows that ||p;|| = |lz;]|.
Hence, |[pjl| = |g;| — 1. O

Using the norm || ||, we define a filtration on P(G) by setting
F'=F'P(G)={ucP@)|u| <i}, i=0,12,...,
FPcF'cF*c..-F'cF'c---c PQG).
This filtration has the following properties:
Lemma 3. (i) Under the cup product on chains
F'x FI — F"™.
(ii) The differential d on P(G) preserves the filtration; i.e.,
dF' C F".

Proof. (i) follows immediately from the definition. A '
(ii) follows once we verify that for every binomial u € F*, du € F".

Let
() ()
a1 ag
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Then du is given by formula (5) above. Note that

‘ (2) (ZZ) H - JZ:%(QH —1)<i

and

(2) <2Z> H - Zk:aj(gjl —1)<i.

J=1

And according to Lemma 2,

k k
1 Pk

‘( )( )H:Zajupjugzamgj\—l),
ai af j=1 j=1

which is < i, by the assumption. Therefore, ||du| < i. Hence, du € F*. O

3.1. Ep and Ej-terms of the spectral sequence. Let {E,,d,} be the
spectral sequence corresponding to the filtration {F"}. In particular, we
have

Ey=F'/F 1,

Let p be the projection F* — Ej. The next step is to compute Ej. Since
do = pd and because each element of F? is an integral linear combination
of binomials, we look more closely at the last term in formula (5) for du,
where u € F.

pLY . (Pr) _ nitzatmn\ (Yt 2+ Tk
ay ag al ag

k ajfl
("0 7)+ ()2 (7))
i=1 CLj aj —1 T aj —-T
Observe that
751l < lg;] —2

by Lemma 2. Therefore,

H (gj) H = ajl7ll < a;(lg;| = 1)

J
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and
a;—1
SIGSIAS
! r a; —T
= max <yj + Zj) ( 7j >H
1<r<a;-1 r a; — T
- 15%%)]-(—1{7“\\% + 2l + (a; = )71}
= gl + (o =)l + (@ = Dl
= 152%71{”'3/]‘” + (aj - T)HTJH}
since [ly; | = 2. Because [ly; || = |g;| =1 and |7 < |g;| 1, the last term

is strictly smaller than

pmax {4 (a; = ) (g5 =~ )} = a(lgy] = D).

Therefore, the binomial (Zi) e (g’;) has the form

()-0)-fin

where
1X51 = a;(lg;l = 1), T3l < a;(lg;| — 1)

But

k k

G+ =T1X5+ > T T X X

j=1 J=1
where the sum is over all sequences i1,...,%. of elements from 1,2,....,k
of length » > 1 and where ji,...,jr_, is the complementary sequence.

Observe that

HZ Ly - 15, X, - Xy,
= max {Hﬂl X,]k*?‘”}

(all sequences)

< max  Aag (|ga] = 1) + - +ai(lgi| = 1)

(all sequences)
+ a’jl(‘gjl‘ — 1)+ + a’jkfr(‘gjkfr‘ - 1)}

which is strictly smaller than ¢ by the assumption that u € F?. Therefore,

do = p ﬁ (ij) +ﬁ (Z) _ﬁ<yj;;zj)

J=1 Jj=1 J=1
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or dyu = pdiu, where diu = 0 for u = (zl’) when 1 <7 <k and

k a;— Y o
d — J J
e I,
=1 r=1

when a; > 2. But this is the differential on P!(A4), when A is the Z-module
G1/G2 @ - ® Gj/Gj41 @ --- considered as an abelian group. Using the
results of [1], we obtain:
Theorem 1. The Ej-term of the spectral sequence {E,,d,} is isomorphic
to the exterior algebra N\, (T1,... ,Tk) on one-dimensional generators.

3.2. Esr-term of the spectral sequence. Since the terms of the spectral
sequence are algebras, it is sufficient to find the value of d; on the generators
z; of \y(Z1,...,Z). If ;, ||z;|| = 4, is a representative of T; then d7;
will be determined by the projection of dx; into the submodule of P(G) of
elements whose norm is ¢ — 1.

From the definition of d on P(G) it follows that

de] = _Tj(yla sy Yj—15215 - - 72j—1)7
where

Ti(Y1s e Yjm1s 21, e e 5 25-1)

Yy Yj— z Zi_
~Setm () (22) () ()

where the coefﬁcients c(--+) are integers and at least two of the nonnegative
integers az,...,bj_1 are nonzero. Note that

H< )G 1>H 1at||ytr+btuztu>

(at +be)(|ge] — 1)
1

,_.

t

j—1 j—1
=Y (ar+be)lgel = > (ar + be).
t=1 t=1
We are looking for the sequences of nonnegative integers ai,...,a;_1,

bi,...,bj—1 such that

()G G- Go)

From the above identity, it follows that such sequences satisfy

—i—1=|g] -2

j—1

j—1
D (as+be)lgl = > (ar +be) = |ge| - 2.
=1

t=1
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But from Lemma 1, it follows that

j—1 Jj—1
Zi_
‘<y1) <b] 1) = Z(at|yt| + be|z|) = Z(at + be)lge] < gl
ai J—1 t=1 t=1
Therefore,
j—1 Jj—1
D (ac+b)lgll = (ar+be) + gl — 2 < lgyl.
t—1 t=1
Hence, we must have
j—1
Z(at +b) <2
t=1

But if Zg;ll (ar + by) < 1, then there cannot be two nonzero integers among
ai,...,bj_1. Hence,

j—1

Z(at + bt) = 2.

=1
But then exactly one of the a;’s and exactly one of the b;’s must be equal to
1 and all the other integers must be equal to 0. Therefore, d17; is determined
by the terms in 7; of the form

Jj—1

7,8 ]
cj TrlYs, Cj € Za

r,s=1
where
2 ysll = [zl + lysll = 1g;] — 2.

Theorem 2. The Es-term of the spectral sequence {E,,d,} is isomorphic
to the integral cohomology of the graded Lie algebra

ng = @ Gj/Gj.H.

Jjz1

4. The spectral sequence for the Lie algebra cochains.

Let G be a finitely-generated, torsion-free, nilpotent group with canonical
basis {g1,...,9k}. We denote by A the smallest subring of the rationals
containing the structure constants of the corresponding Lie algebra L. Let
{wi,... ,wr} be the A-dual of the canonical basis {g1,...,gx} of L. The
algebra of A-valued cochains on £ is isomorphic to the exterior algebra

/\([,*) = /\A{wl, Ce L WE T
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L* = Homy (£, A). Recall that there is a pairing
(s A e ANL) — A,
such that for every v* = vi A---Avf € N'(L*) and any v =v1 A+ Aw, €
N'(£)
(v, v) = det((v}, vj)).
In particular, for every f € A"(£*) and g € A\*(L*), f Ag e N T5(L*) and

<f/\97?11 JARER /\UT+S>
= Y (s80m) (fovn(1) A A V() (G5 Un(rit) At A Un(rps))-
r,s shuffle
For every w = ajwi + -+ + apwy, a; € A, the differential d : £L* — /\2 L*
takes the form

dw = a1wi + -+ + a,wg

and extends to the map d: A"(£*) — A" TH(L£*) as a derivation.
Let || || be the norm on A, (w1, ...,wy) defined by the formulas

lwill = lg;l =1, llgw;ll = llwsll  for ¢ € A,
[ Aot = Jlu*]l + o7l
[ + o7 = max{[u*|| + [Jo*[[}-

Using this norm, we define an ascending filtration on A(L*) by setting

Fi=F N\L) = {v* e AL | lv*] < z}
Then

FcrFlc.cFcFtc.-c /L)
Lemma 4. The differential d on \(L*) lowers the filtration.

Proof. Since d is a derivation it suffices to verify that if ||w;|| = ¢, then
||dw;|| < i. But

s = max{|jwr || + [|ws][}
= max{l|gr|| + [|gs][},

where the max is taken over all pairs ||g,| + [lgs]| < [lg;ll =1 < |lg;l| = 7.
Thus, dF' C Fi=1i>1. O
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4.1. &, &1, and & terms of the spectral sequence for Lie algebra
cochains. We denote by {&,,d,} the spectral sequence associated with the
above filtration. In particular, let

& =F|F,
and let p : F! — F!/F=! be the projection. Set w}f = pw;. Then dy on
the element @; with |lw;|| = 4 is determined by those elements in dw; which

have norm exactly equal to i. But ||w;|| <4 — 1. Hence, dy = 0.

Lemma 5. & is isomorphic to the exterior algebra N\, (w1, ... ,Wx) on gen-
erators of dimension one.

The differential d on A(L*) is dual to the Lie bracket in the sense that
<dwjvgr A gs> = _<wja [gragsD
== ¢ (wj9)

= - Z qy’v<wu AWy, gr N gs>-

u<v

Note that the first summation is always zero if |g;| < |gr| + |gs| because
|9¢ + 19| < lgil and (wj, gi) = 0 whenever |g;| < |gi|. Hence,

dwj = — Z q;’swr A W

r<s
with [gr| +gs| < [gj] or |wr| + |ws| < |wjl, when |wi] = [jwi]| +1.
The differential dy on W; € A, (@i, ...,W) is determined by the terms in
w;j of the form
> g we Aws,
r<s

where || gr|| + ||lgs]| = ||gj]| — 1 or equivalently |g,| + |gs| = |g;|- This implies:

Theorem 3. The E-term of the spectral sequence {&,,d,} is isomorphic to
the cohomology of the graded Lie algebra

grl= EB (Lj/Lj41 @ A).
Jj=1

Suppose that the group G is two-stage nilpotent, and let G = G; > G >
1 be the shortest central series with torsion free quotients. Let {g1,...,gr}
be a canonical basis such that {g1,...,g;} projects to a basis for G;/G2 and
{gi+1,.-., 9K} projects to a basis for G. Then {gi,...,gr} determines a
canonical basis for the induced Lie algebra £. We use the same symbols for
the canonical bases of the group and its associated Lie algebra. Then there
is a sequence of ideals of £, £ = £1 D L3 D 0 and the subset {g1,...,9;}
of the canonical basis for £ projects to a basis for £;/Ls and the subset
{gi+1,---,9x} projects to a basis for L.
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Note that for the elements of the canonical basis for G and L, the norm
is

lgall =0 fora=1,...,3; lgpl| =1 forb=4d+1,...,k,

and there are no elements of norm higher than 1. Note that the differential
dz;j on zj in P1(G) can be written in the form

d.’Ej = 60($j) —{—51(56]) + -4 5r($j) + -y

where 0, (x;) is the element of the submodule of P(G) whose norm is ||z || —r.
The differential d, in the spectral sequence E, for the group G is determined
by 6,(z;). Thus, in the case of a two-stage nilpotent group d, = 0 for r > 2.
A similar argument shows that the differentials d, for r > 2 for the Lie
algebra spectral sequence &, are also zero. Therefore, the spectral sequence
{E,,d,} converges to

H*(G;Z); ie., Ey= FEy =2 egrH*(G;7Z),

where grH*(G;Z) is the graded module associated with the filtration {F}
of P(G). If the Lie algebra L is a Lie algebra over the integers, then A = Z
and we can also conclude that the spectral sequence {&,,d,} converges to
H*(L;7Z); i.e.,

E = E = grH* (L 7).
Therefore, from Theorem 2 and Theorem 3 we obtain:

Corollary 1. Let G be a two-stage, nilpotent, finitely-generated, torsion-
free group, and let L be its Lie algebra such that L is a Lie algebra over the
integers. Then there is an isomorphism of graded modules

grH*(G;Z) = grH*(L; Z).

If we do not assume that G is a two-stage nilpotent group and that the
associated Lie algebra L is over the integers, then we get the following:

Corollary 2. Let A be the smallest subring of rationals containing the struc-
ture constants of the Lie algebra L. Then there is an isomorphism of A-
modules

Ey® A =& = H*(grl; A).

The conclusion of Corollary 1 is valid even for certain (perhaps for all)
three-stage, nilpotent, finitely-generated, torsion-free groups. However, the
argument based only on the length of lower central series used in the proof of
the Corollary 1 is not sufficiently strong to prove the statement. An explicit
computation of the Fo-term and of the differential ds is needed even in the
example below.

Example 3 (continued). Let G’ and £’ be the group and its associated
Lie algebra as stated above. Recall that {gi,...,g7} is a canonical basis for
G’ and also for £’ (as we keep the same notation for both). The shortest
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lower central series with torsion-free quotients is G = G1 > G2 > G3 > 1.
Then {g1, g2, g3} projects to a basis of G1/Ga, {94, g5} projects to a basis of
G2/Gs, and {gs, g7} projects to a basis of Gi3. The Lie algebra £’ is filtered
by the ideals £ = £} D L, D L4 D 0 with appropriate quotients. The

weights are [[g1]| = [|g2]| = [lgs|l = O, [lgall = llgsll =1, llgell = llg7ll = 2.
Since the comparison of Theorems 2 and 3 implies that the Fs-term of the
spectral sequence for the group G’ and the &-term of the spectral sequence
for the Lie algebra £’ are isomorphic Z-modules, it suffices to compute only
one of them. We choose to compute the £-term for L.
Let {wi,...,wr} be the Z-dual basis of the canonical basis {g1,...,g7}
of £'. Then the exterior algebra

/\ = /\(ﬁ’* = Homy (L', Z)) = /\(wl, cee,W7)

is filtered and graded. The elements wi,...,w; have dimension one and
filtration [[w[| = [[wall = [[ws]| = 0, [|wal| = [|ws|| =1, [|ws|| = [|w7|| = 2. The
increasing filtration on the Z-module A7 of elements of A of dimension ¢ is
defined as the sequence of modules

q q
F*N\ = {we Allwll <p}.
Setting F_, A? = FP N\, we get a descending filtration

q

q q q
Fo\NcFaNc-cFpa/Nc—c A\

Then

q—p q—p
50_p’q =Fp /\ /F—p+1 /\

with dy = 0. Thus, & 77 =2 £, 77 and d; is determined by the full differential
d on A. From the explicit formulas below we can see that ||dw;|| = [|w;|| — 1.
Since the differential d is dual to the Lie bracket, we get

dw1 = duJQ = du)g,,

dwy = 2wowy + dwswi,

dws = —2wow1 + dwsw + 2wsws,
dwe = 2wawi + 2wsw1 + Wawa,
dw7 = wswg + 2waws.
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Then an explicit computation shows that

£7=0, 4<q,
&1=0, g¢=2  5<gq
£&21=0, q¢=3, T<q,
£21=0, ¢<5  9<q,
&EM=0, ¢<7, 10<gq
&™=0, ¢<9, 12<g
&% =0, ¢<10
&1 =0, p>T.

ds is determined by that part of the differential d that lowers the filtration
by two. But in our case d lowers the filtration only by one. Thus do = 0,
and Eo = & = grH*(L';7Z). But, that is not the case for the differential d
on P(G’). That differential does have a component that lowers the degree
by two. However, since there is an isomorphism Fy 22 & of the second terms
of the spectral sequences for the group G’ and for the Lie algebra L', dy = 0

for dimensional reasons in all cases except possibly for dy : Ey 24 Eg 3

because F, 24 o &y 24 o Zla], where « is represented by the element wsws —
dwgwi — 3wewe — 2wews — dwrwi — 2wrwe, and Eg’?’ o 58’3 = Zs[0], where
[ is represented by wswowi. In order to compute the differential dy we need
an explicit form of the isomorphism FE5 = &. This isomorphism is induced
by the map sending w; to the polynomial z; in P(G’) and the products
Wj,Wj, - - *wj, to the monomials x;, ;, - - - xj, where j1 > jo > --- > js. The
technique of [1] is then used to show that do = 0. Thus, F3 = Es and d3 =0
for dimensional reasons. In fact all the higher differentials are also zero for
dimensional reasons. Then we get Eo, = grH*(G';7Z) and the comparison
of Theorems 2 and 3 gives grH*(G';Z) = grH*(L';Z).

5. Construction of a group from a Lie algebra.

In his section we describe a method for generating examples of groups start-
ing with Lie algebras. More precisely, let £ be a nilpotent torsion-free Lie
algebra over Z on a finite set of generators {g1,...,gx}. Our aim is to find a
torsion-free nilpotent group G on k generators whose associated Lie algebra
L(G) is a Lie algebra over the integers. Then a canonical basis for G induces
a canonical basis for £(G) and the group structure on G is determined via
the group structure on Z* by the formula z -y = ch™'(ch(z) * ch(y)). In
some instances £L(G) = L (see Example 1 and Example 3). Example 2 shows
that it is not always the case. We will show below that there is always a
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group G such that £(G) is rationally equivalent to £. However, G is not
uniquely determined by L.

Starting with a Lie algebra £ with a canonical basis {g1, ... , gk}, we first
check to see whether the basis is induced by a canonical basis of some group
G.

Assume that G is the set of elements g7* ..., gi*, v = (z1,... ,x1) € ZF.
Then compute ch(z) and ch(y) for z,y € ZF. Note that ch(x) is completely
determined by the Lie algebra via the Campbell-Hausdorff formula (1), and
hence, so is the product ch(z) * ch(y). Since ch : Z¥ — GF is a one-to-one
map, it is enough to check whether or not ch(z) * ch(y) has the form ch(z)
for some z € Z* and for any choice of z and y. If the answer is yes, then G
is the desired group and {gi,...,gx} is a canonical basis for G induced by
the given basis {g1,... ,gr} for £. This was the case in Example 3.

However, if there are elements z,y € Z* such that ch(z)*ch(y) is not equal
to ch(z) for some z € Z*, then we proceed as follows: Let & = 1914 - -+Ergr
and 7 = mg1 + - - + Nrgr be any two elements of Lg = the Lie algebra £
over Z, considered as a Lie algebra over Q; i.e., §;,n; are rational numbers.
Then by (1)

Exn=PL1&ngr+ -+ Brl(€m)gk;
6](5777) :ﬁj(gla 75]‘717771»"' 777j71)'

Let N; be the smallest positive integer such that
1
53(5777) = EBJ(gan% BJ(&J?) = B](gh cee 7£j717771’ ce Jljfl)»

where B;(§, 1) is a polynomial with integer coefficients. {g1,...,gx} is as-
sumed to be a canonical basis for £. Therefore, {g;,... ,gr} generates an
ideal of L, where £ = £1 D L9 D --- is the shortest sequence of such ideals
with abelian quotients. Then {g¢1,... ,gx} can be grouped into subsets such
that {gi;_;+1,...,9i,} projects to a basis for £;/L;1, j = 1,2,.... Then
we define the norm of each such element g, ;1 < s <, to be ||gs|]| = s—1.
We assume that the norm satisfies the identities: ||pg;|| = ||g;|| for any inte-
ger p, 1 < j <k, and ||u+ v| = max{||u|,||v]} for any u,v € L.
Furthermore, we set [[§;|| = [|g;[,1 < j < k and [|§&]] = [[& (| + 1], for

any polynomial variables. Therefore, |Bj11(&,n)|| = cu41l|&all + -+ +
a;l|&;| (note that [[£1]| = --- = [|&;, ]| = 0). Denote the sum of the coefficients
by

sj:ozi1+1+---+aj.

Now we define the subset D of the Q-vector space Lg to be the set of
elements

mi mo mg
ot g2t Gk,
ni no ng



28 BOHUMIL CENKL AND RICHARD PORTER

where mq, ..., my are arbitrary integers and
nj+1:n§ij+1, j:1,2,... .
n1 can be any nonzero integer. We choose ny = 1. It follows that the

operation * induces on D the structure of a group. D is a uniform discrete
subgroup of the real Lie group Gg and the quotient is a nilmanifold. The
above construction of D is similar to that given by Malcev [3]. For different
choices of a canonical basis for D we get different but rationally equivalent
Lie algebras.

Now we make a choice of a canonical basis for D that the associated
Lie algebra is a Lie algebra over the integers. Starting with the original

canonical basis {g1,...,gx} for £ we define
1
i = —g; =1,2,... k.
6] Tngj, J )< )

Note that for every r and s, [gr, 95| = Y. qu” gu, where the summation is over
all u such that ||g;|| + ||gs|| < |lgul|- Therefore, u > max{r, s, }. Hence,

1 1

[67‘7 es] = [gT7 gs] =
NyNg NyNg

o Ny T, gu _ m 7,8
— qu - - qu Cuy
Ny Ty Nnyns
r,s

where the ¢, are integers and ™ is also an integer since u > max{r, s}.
rits

QZ’Sgu

Therefore, the new Lie algebgra L is a Lie algebra over the integers that is
rationally equivalent to £. Then the group G is defined as the set of elements
{ef*, ..., ef*} with the operation (ef* - --e*)-(ef" - -elF) = ef' - - - €;* given

by the formula z = ch™!(ch(x) * ch(y)).

Example 2 (continued). The new Lic algebra £, in this case, has canoni-

: 1 1 1 1
cal basis {e; = g1,e2 = g2,€3 = g3,€4 = 504,65 = 505,€6 = 1596, €7 = 1597}
and bracket

[e1, e2]

[61, 63] = 2e4 + 2e5 [62, 63] = 2e;

[61, 64] = 666 [62, 64] = 666 [63, 64] = 667
e1, e5] = Ges [e2, e5] = Ger

lei,e;] =0 otherwise.

The group G is the set of elements {e7',...,e7"} with the product induced
by the formula ch=!(ch(z) * ch(y)).



NILMANIFOLDS AND ASSOCIATED LIE ALGEBRAS OVER THE INTEGERS 29

References

[1] B. Cenkl and R. Porter, Polynomial cochains on nilmanifolds, preprint.
[2] P. Hall, Nilpotent groups, Queens Mary College, Mathematics Notes, 1969.

[3] A. Malcev, On a class of homogeneous spaces, Izv. Akad. Nauk SSSR Ser. Mat., 13
(1949), 9-32 (Russian); English transl. in Math. USSR-Izv., 39 (1949).

Received June 11, 1998.

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

BostoN, MA 02115-5096

E-mail address: cenkl@neu.edu
rdp@neu.edu

This paper is available via http://nyjm.albany.edu:8000/PacJ/2000/193-1-2.html.


http://nyjm.albany.edu:8000/PacJ/2000/193-1-2.html

